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especially in the case of Southern writers, he some-times indulged in so laudatory a strain as to he guilty of ahsurdity.    His decisions in more than one instance, like those on Moore, and in a less degree on Dickens, were merely contemporary; and in other cases, like that of Home's " Orion," were esoterio and whimsical.  His silence, too, regarding the  great men of the past,  such   as  Shakspere, and the unanimous report o£ his violent doprecia-' tion of them in conversation, must count in settling his own virtues as a critic.    He was, it is easy to see now, prejudiced here and partial there; foolish, or interested, or wrong-headed;  carping, or flattering, or contemptuous.    Yet he was the first of his time to mark the limitations of the pioneer writers, such as Irving, Bryant, and Cooper, and to foresee the future of the younger men who have heen mentioned;  he was, too, though he originated no criterion, the   first to  take  criticism  from  mere advertising, puffery, and friendship, and submit it to the laws of literary art.    This was much to do, and hi hia lifetime, whatever were his deficiencies, was regarded as his great distinction ; it was tho more honorable hecatise of the offense that was now and then bound to be given, even if Poe had been the wisest and kindest of men instead of tho reckless, erratic, and unacholarly judge he was.    For, to come to the rationale of the matter, it was by no means learning, in which he was a charlatan, nor inborn sense, nor intellectual honesty, nor moral
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